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On Sept. 21, army spokesperson Col. Carlos Duran accused US Ambassador Thomas Strook of
"irresponsibly stirring up rumors" about the June murder of US citizen Michael Devine, "as if
it were possible to clear up such a case overnight." According to Duran, the "army is the one
interested in clearing up this murder, not so much because they might cut military aid we haven't
received any in a while but to clarify this event to which members of the military are being linked."
Devine, 49, a native of Belleville, Ill., who had lived in Guatemala for 20 years, was found bound
and nearly decapitated along a remote roadside on June 9. The innkeeper and tour guide had also
been robbed. Duran said the army "is cooperating to clarify the crime so it does not leave the US
government with a wrong impression," promising further information in the case within four days.
In recent days, Ambassador Strook said that military aid to Guatemala cut from $7 million to $3.3
million last year was at risk if the government did not punish those responsible for Devine's death.
Meanwhile, Attorney General Mario Roberto Illescas Aguirra said he had asked courts in Flores,
located in El Peten department, if warrants had been issued in murder case. State prosecutor for
human rights cases, Ramiro de Leon, said his office was conducting a separate investigation of the
killing. The Carter administration cut off aid to Guatemala in 1977 because of widespread atrocities.
Military aid was resumed in 1986. (Basic data from AP, 09/21/90)
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